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YPSILANTI SENTINEL
1 pabiiahed avery Wednesday, at Ypsilanti Washte-

naw Co. Michigan, by

CHARLES WOODRUFF.

TERMS.
1, (fcO Cash in advance and $2,00 will in-

variably be charged if payment ia delayed three
months from the time of subscribing.

Here is something for the little folk. We had al-

most forgotten them. The following lines will

touch their finest feelings. Nat. E a.

LINES.
For Everet S. Smith, on the death of his little broth-

er, Arlington A., who died June 17, 1846, aged
two yean.

Oh, mother! I was thinking then
Of little Arlington;

I love to think of him; but Oh!
'Tis sad to think he's gone.

I think of all our pretty plays,
And how he d to talk,

When, with his little hand in mine,
We took a run or walk.

Oh! then I often used to think
How happy I should be.

When Arlington was old enough
To go to school with me.

Oh! how he loved to cull a rose
For our dear sick papa.

In hopes to win a smile and kiss
From himand dear mama.

I think how he began to droop,
And then bow sick he lay,

Aud how 1 kissed his sweet pale face,
And wept to hear him say

That when the morning sun arose
I'd have no little brother.

For God would take his spirit home;
And so it was, dear mother.

How cold his cheek, how white his brow,
How still the little hand;

Tou culled him once our bird of song.
But uow our smitten lamb.

I miss his fairy footsteps now
I miss his merry smile,

I miss him when 1 come from school,
I miss him all the while,

Mama, I love to go with you
To little brother's tomb;

He hleeps so yweetand quiet there,
'Tis not a place of gloom.

And there the sunbeams brightly glow,
Th bird sweet music pours,

And we will plant some roses there,
And strew the spot with liovvcrs.

You tell me he will rise again,
More beautiful than ever;

I've read it, too, how all the dead
Will rise and live fjrever.

You say his little spirit lives
In a better world than this;

And I have re. id how Jesus said,
Of such my kingdom is.

Scenes in Northern Mexico.
More than half of the whole Suite cf Coahui

la belongs to two brothers Sanchez, who also
own some 30,000 peons. Several of their va:-- t

estates are managed bv a steward, while the re
mainder are rented. Their principal town res
idence is inSaltsllo; but their favorite coun-

try seat is the magnificent hacienda of Patos.
This powerful family, together with their rela-

tions, the Blanros, Yoarros, and the Zumtugw,
own nearly the entire State an i its povula'.iou.

They have taken no open or active part in the
present war, and have preserved friendly and
even kindly relatione with many of our officers;
but the Bhuethofl aud Sanchezes are understood
to be prepared, under more promising circum-

stances, to uphold the Mexican government
with their wealth and influence. Nearly all

our expenditures for .supplies have found their
war directly or indirectly into the coffers of
these princely nabobs.

Except for the education of the clergy, there
are no seminaries of learning, deserving of the
name in Coahuila, butthere is an ecclesiasti-
cal college in Saltillo, of some reputation, but
the course of instruction seduously excludes ev-

erything approaching to science, and is confin
ed to the classics and to the reading ol the t

The consequence of this state of things
is, that by far the greater portion of the popula-tio- a

are plunged into the most profound igno-
rance, and can neither read nor write. Many
of the belter class were formerly sent to the
United States to be educated; but, for some
years, this plan has been abandoned, and they
are now, sent for that purpose, to France and
to the city of Mexico.

Four-fifth- s of the population of northern Mex
ico are of the aboriginal race, (pure, or mixed
in different degrees with Spanish blood,) the
lineal decendants of the once powerful Aztec
monarchy. In habits, customs, mode of life,

wants and civi'ization, they have probably-change-

but little, with the exception of the
abandonment of their barbarious sacrificial rites
since the conquest: and they retain even much
of their original language. They are a good
looking people and while one seldom sees a

a very large man amongst them, they are certain
y a well-mad- e, agile and muscular race, who

we have been much in the custom of underta-tin- r;

of abstemious habits, and of great powers
of endurance on foot, or on horseback. They
are scarcely equalled as couriers,and are unsur-

passed in marching. It may seem a paradox to

say that they possess much boldness and little
courage, they would venture where braver meu
would hesitate, and yet would offer faint resis-

tance when danger is upon them. Hence it
is that they so often fall victims to the Indians.

Fancy to yourself a rather light colored Indi-

an, dressed in a pair of leather unmentionable
without suspenders, buttoning from the knee
downwards,which are usually leftopen in warm
weather for comfort, and to exhibit the draw-

ers underneath a cotton shirt, generally like
our hunting 6h:rt: a red sash tied tightly around

the waist a pair of sandals on his feet, and
iron spurs on heel, with a heavy coni-

cal fell hat, (that would resist a sabre cut,) on

bead and a long ashen-iro- n pointed goad in

hand; and you have a perfect picture of the
ranchero, or rather vachero, mounted on a spir-

ited pony, with a lasso at his saddle bow,and he

is no mean adversary for a single man to en-

counter. He rides well and fearlessly, and

throws the lasso with unerring aim. It is a

beautiful sight to see him with his red blanket

worn as a poncho in cold weather,) streaming

in the wind, his head bent eagerly forward,and

lasso whirling in circles high in air, riding do'n

some refractory animal that he seldom fails to
catch at the first throw, by the neck or hind

foot, bringing him violently to the ground.

The animal thus caught, feels that the contest

a eoW d quietly submits to hie captor.

WSILANTI SENTINEL
It is amazing to see the young urchins follow
ing the example of their elders, and practising1
on little pigs and tender kids, who by no means
appear to enjoy the fun; it verities the old fable
of the and frogs," it may be 6port to the
one party, but is often death to the other, Every
Mexican, whatever his condition may be, is ex-

pert with the lasso; and the throwing of it
may be regarded as a national amusement.
One of our men became intoxicated at the Ha-

cienda of Lorendo, near Parras, and was in the
act of raising his carbine, to shoot Don Man-
uel, its amiable and accomplished proprietor,
who quick as thought threw the noose over him
and pinioned him by the arms, when our Stal-wart- h

Arkansas cavalier became as meek and
quiet as a lamb.

The wealthier classes dress very much in the
same style, but of richer fabrics; their buttons
being usually of silver; and they are particular-
ly ostentatious in their saddles and housings,
which are often overloaded with heavy silver or-

naments. They are also very curious in the
color and pattern of their blankets, and the
materials of their cloaks.

The women are rather under what we regard
as the medium size, slight in figure, well form-

ed, and graceful and while few are beautiful,
many of them, while voting are good looking
and agreeable. Their hands and feet are small
with well turned ancles. They have generally
white teeth, good mouths, magnificent black
eyes, and glossy black hair in the dressing
of which they daily bestow much pains. They
appear to be amiable and kind hearted, and are
said to make good wives and mothers. They
are cleanly in their habits,for most of the towns
and haciendasbeing situated on running streams
they have every advantage for bathing,of which
they avail themselves most liberally, without
encumbering themselves with much superfluous
ciothing. Their usual dress consists of thin
slippers, without stockings, a cloth petticoat,
usually red, and a chemise, which exposes more
of the per?on than is, in most eonntries,consid-ere- d

to be consistent with a due regard to mod-

esty; but this is the custom of the country, and
I am not disposed to criticise it. With a ros-

ary around the neck, and gold earring, and you
have the female costume complete.
When they go abroad, the rebosu is generally
worn, either over the head Concealing the great
er portion of the face, or over the shoulders
liko a shawl. It is worn by all Mexican women
its quality depending on the condition of tbe
wearer. To their ordinary domestic duttes they
add the weaving of rthoas and blankets. The
latter are worn by men, as an outer covering,
and is literallv 'a bed by night, a garment all
the day.' Many of them are of fine texture,
and of great beauty of figure and color. Their
prices vary from s3 to $7o, and even to 100.
.Many of the better class of females as well ed-

ucated and accomplish'd ladies who would grace
the saloons of the most polished capitals.

Mexican cookery is, to my taste, detestable;
but manv Americans less fastidious, perhaps,
affect to like it. Every thing is rendered as hot
as fire by red pepper, which enters in enormous
quantities, each dish as an essential ingredient.

The favorite, in Mexico, is the frijoli ,)

which is univesally brought on the ta-
ble as a ioi bouche. It consists of small blown
black-eye- d beans, boiled 6 or S hours in soft
water, and then psised .vith melted lard and
salt! It is when thus cooked a very agreeable
vegetable. Another articleot food, and almost
as great a favorite, is the tortillo. It is prep-
ared by boiling maize in pretty strong lev (of
ashes) which seperat' s tbe husks. It is after-
wards washed in clean e I I water till all thr
impurities are removed, and it is then mashed
(tot I know not how better to express it) on a

h rt stone tahle.pi.iccd in an inclined position
with a sioiio roHing-pin- , till it is ground iota a
soft plastic pa-t- e. A woman then, wetting r

bands (if is to he Doped that they have bee
previously well washed.) takes up a small por-
tion of the dough, and by dextefusty shifting it
from one hand to the other, patting it at the
same time, fanu producing a lotKl muse.) soon
brings it to the required consistency, shape and
size. It is then baked on a griddle, and taken
hat to the table, where it serves tbe triple pur
pose of bread, forks and spoons. With butter
it would no doubt make a j altablo bread: but in
Mexico no butter can be found, except in the
houses of foreigners. It is even extremely dim
cult to procure their
numerous herds, and goat's milk is generally
used, but that cannot be always obtained, and is
not fit for use till it has been boiled. We suc-
ceeded "occasionally in obtaining curds at some
of the haciendas, in no portion of the world
have I seen better wiieatbread, cakes, or con-
fectionary. The Mexicans are peculiarly skil-
ful in the preparation of fruits and confection-
ary.

The wealthier classes live in a style of great
luxury and I have seldom partaken of more ele-

gant and sumptuous entertainments than at
their hospitable boards. The service of China
and siiver are beautiful and rich, the courses
lollow each other in rapid succession, aud the
table groarswith the profusion of meals, fruits
confectionary and wine, piled upon it. A gen-
tleman, vv hose curiosity induced him to count the
courses at a dinner assured me that they ex-

ceeded twenty in number.
During my short stay at Saltillo, I had an

opportunity of witnessing their burial rites. A
young lady of great beauty, whose loss was
deeply deplored, had recently died, and an im-

mense concourse of people attended the funeral
solemnities. The deceased was dressed in
white, with white satin slippers on her feet;
her head decked with garlands, her raven locks
gracefully disposed over her shouIders;her hands
crossed in front, and holding a large borjuet of
flowers. Thus adorned, "like a bride waiting
her bridegroom," she ,vas placed on a white
couch also trimmed with flowers, and surmoun
ted with a canopy of satin roses and f at'iers.
On this bier,t he mortal rmainsof the poor young
girl beautiful, even in death was paraded,
feet foremost, through the principal streets of
the city, and around the main plaza, exposed to
the wondering stare of curious strangers. The
procession was headed by three priests, dressed
in the rich vestments of their order chauning
prayers for the deceased the chaunting being
accompanied by three violins. Others carried
banners and crosses; incense was burnt; four
men, in clerical costume, bore the bier on their
shoulders; and then followed the mourners,
friends, aad relatives of the deceased; the whole
being; proceeded by a band of music, while the
bells of the Cathedral tolled mournfully. The
ceremonies within the church, were not differ-

ent from those of the Roman Catholic religion
in other countries.

The Mexicans have been often represented as
a subtle, treacherous, an I cruel race; in which
no reliance can be placed with safety. T.iis
may be so; but if I were to sneak of them,from
personal observaUon alooerof the parts which

I have visited, I should Say that they ore oaiu-rall- v

hosDitable. kind-heart- and amiable, In
tieir manners they are extremely doUrteOusand
the most civil people l have ever known. Riy
duties generally carried me in advance ot tnp

army ionn times several days ahead; and often
to considerable distance with small escorts.
On one occasion being unwell, I remained over
night, in a town of 1,100 inhabitants, without
within eight miles of me; and another time 1

was fifty miles distant from the canip,vith on-

ly three cNagoons as a guard; and vet at no
time did I feel the slighest apprehension for my
safety, nor have I any reason to suspect that
my confide ice was misplaced. Wherever I

went, whether to the princely bacienda, of the
humble rancho, I was treated with kindness
tnd hospitality ; and I must confess that the im
pression made upon me was greatly in their
tavor. With a better and wiser form of Gov
ernment one able and willing to destsoy their
miserable system of peonage, toinscre the lib
erty of the press, educate and liberalize the
people, and develope the resources ot the coun-

try, I cannot doubt that they would rise high in
the scale of civilization. It is true, that while
they possess many ol the virtues, tiiey also
exhibit many of the vices of an ignorant and

people.
In the northern provinces of Mexico there is

a strong feeling in favor of a federal, and in a
decided opposition to a central) form of govern
ment. 1 his is the instinctive result ot a sense
of for these people are not
prone to indulge in abstract speculations. As
there may be said to be no government many
miles beyond the city of Mexico, they feel that
while they bear more than a just proportion of
the State they receive none of its fostering care
or paternal protection. The federalists are
called the American, and the centralists the
Mexican party. The former have been in fa
vor either of becoming an integral portion ot
our Union; or an independent republic under
our protection and guarantee, How far this
would now be practicable or desirable, is a ques
tion for the politician to settle! the tenor of
of which the quiet right of navigation the Rio
Grande would give us atmost the exclusive
advantage; and the introduction of American
machineiy, lobe paid for in the precious met-
als, might be a matter of some consequence.

With the slighest encouragement during last
summer, the w hole State of Coahuila would
have pronounced against the existing govern-
ment of Mexico. Very truly, your obedient
servant.

GEO. W. HUGHES,
Captain Topographical Engineers.

.Military .Movements Our city is again be-

coming quite lively with soldiers belonging to
the army arriving here for transportation to N.
Orleans on the way to Mexico. The govern-
ment having found this to be the best point in
the Union to concentrate the new companies,
and for furnishing the best facilities for acce-
lerating their progress to the seat of war, has
ordered a number of them (how many is not yet
known,) to rendezvous here.

Major Dus en bu a n y, one of the Quarter mas-

ters in the regular army, Ins been ordered here
from Baltimore to superintend operations. Ma-

jor D. has had large experience in the trans-
portation of troops by water, and will provide
f r their wants with the foresight derived from
a knowledge of their necessities, and a proper
'egard for their comfort. He is indefatigable
i i expediting the movements of those under his
direction.

The Mountaineer Jias been taken up on a
charter to convey to companies yet to arrive,to
NefJ Ork ns. The boats contracting are priv-

ileged to load with Height for New Orleans,
but are not allow ed to take any way freight,
the design being to place the troops in that city
as speedily as possible. Our steamers cannot
verv well Carry troops unless ballasted to some
extent with freight.

The w hole number of troops expected to ren-

dezvous here will be from 1200 to 2000. The
recre.it ing officers have orders as soon as they
get 50 men to send them on.

The $100 of Government stock, or 160 acres
of Laud bounty, is a strong inducement to
young men in the Country to enlist. They are
working for 10 or $15 per month, and think-
ing that the w ar may not last long, it is regard
ed as an ertsv way to earn a farm.

It is worthy of remark that now as formerly,
Pennsylvania is first in the field. Nine out of
the ten companies composing the reg ment n w

arriving are from this slate, and one other from
Maryland. A volunteer company from Virgin-
ia has e misted arrd been ordered here Pitts-
burgh Gazette.

From the New York Herald.
Highly Importa.nt Intelligence from

South Am Sates. We have received by the
arrival of the Maid of Orleans, the Jomel de
Comnrfr, ami Q. Mercanti!. published at Rio
de Janei.o, to the 12th nit. inclusive. Thev con
tain intelligence from Buenos Avres to Sid of
JaaoaTy, and from Montevideo ro the 29th.

It appears that the Argentines or Buenos
have obtained one or more victories

over the Montevideons, or the ''s ivage unitari-
ans," as they are sometimes called.

It will be recollected that Gen. Uevein
lately captured Passander, but his soldiers com-

mitted so many excesses that the inhabitants
revolted, and aided by Oribe's troops,they drove
the Montevideons out of the place. This oc-

curred on the 2lth of January.
The Buncos Ayroan Genera, Survando Go-nie- z,

pursued Rcviera to Mai donatio. On route
thither he was attacked at Sarrudi by Barrios,
who captured all his horses ami cattle, and took
100 prisoners.

Reveira reached Maldonado,on the 27th Jan-
uary.

The mediator between Corientos and Buenos
Ay res Gen. Urquiza, of Entire Rios, has de-

clared himself fully in favor of Gen. Rosas.
It seems that Gen. Oribe is master of near-

ly all Paiaguaty. Colonir is the only point not
now in his

Those in South American Republics area-bo- ut

on par with Mexico.
From thk Ciikkokeh Count. l'he Advo-

cate of March 4, chronicles three hoinocides;
one by a murderer, oneto prevent an escape
from jus .ice, an! OOfcby the hand of justice, in
retribution for crime. Georg? Ross was stab-
bed to death at a dance, without provocation, by
Thos. Welch, who was arrested on the spot.
Joseph Ruper, while attempting to escape from
the guard who had him in custody, was shot
and mortally wounded. The account of the
Execution we cofy:

The execution in Saline district on the 22d
ult. i ! i to have been sadly impressive. A
large soMQnne af spectators were present.
While under the gallows hts infant child was
banded to him. Taking tbe babe in his arms,

he scrutinized its face with the most melancholy
expression 01 countenance, lor a lew mioj
then returning it t.i its mother, he signifiei
readiness to the executioner. A few moti
more and his soul was in eternity.

THE SENT HE L

CHARLES WOODRtrr, EDITOR.

ypsilanti, Wednesday april u 1547

Tbe 'Victory' of Bncna Vista.
The following extract from a letter of theTopo
graphical Engineer in the army will be read
with interest. It will be seen that military
science had selected the spot where, if Santa
Anna advanced from San Louis, Gen Taylor's
5000 men could be made available against his

20,000.
This disdription given before the battle Co-

rroborates Santa Anna's statement in regard to

the nature of the ground, and taking into con-

sideration the destitution which prevailed in

the Mexican army, we can but regard the

chances of the contest as much more equal

than the mere mention of the disparity of num-

bers would imply. Our actual loss, in men,

and especially in the fall of so many officers is

proportionably greater than the Mexican.

What then will be the effect o" this battle in

producing a peace'! We are sorry that we can-

not say that it will conduce to this desirable
end; but certainly, we do not think it will. If
there exists any national enthusiasm among the

people, and the means of subsisting and equip-in- g

our army can be found, the battle of Buena

Vista will awake the one and bring forth the

other to the defence of the country. It re-

mains to be eeen what is to be done next in the

prosecution of the war.

"The city Saltillo is not defensible, being
situated in a valley which is commanded on three
sides. The true battle field for its defence in
front, is just beyond the hacienda of San Juan
de Buena Vista, and about four miles beyond
the town. On this approach is a narrow defile,

occupied by the river, on the right band of
which rises a high bluff hill, and on the left, is

a wide, deep, and almost impassable arrova.
This pass may be completely swept by a con-

verging fire of artillery: anil can be turned on-

ly by light infantry on" the one hand, while on

the "other side of the ravine fin which a running
stream of water) no troops can pass without ex-

posing their flanks to the artillery: within point
blankrange. To occupy the whole valley,
would demand about 4,000 of all arms, w ith
powerful batteries of field artillery ; and it would
probably requre some 1,500 to hold the town,
protect the depots, and gu ird tiie passes. These
forces could defend Saltillo in that direction
from overwhelming numbers and superior guns.
The true position for the defence of the city in
the rear, from the direction of Monterey is at
Los Mucrtos, 80 miles riistan', one of the stron-
gest mountain gorges I have ever seen. It is.
in fact, the portal to th? whole infeiior country.
The Mexicans seem to have contemplated ma-

king a stand at this place, after the termination
of the armistice: and had half constructed sev-

eral strong works, which were calculated to
command all the approaches within reach of
their guns. Why they should have abandoned
this anoarentlv imnregnable post is still 'a mar-

vel and a mystery,' unless we may pnture to
suppose that the known presence of a large col-

umn at Monclova. which might have taken
hem in reverse, impressed them with the idea

that the forwar I movement of that division
would render their position untenable, and
jeopardize the safety of their army."

The fallowing short art icle contains a princi-

ple of political economy too often lost sight of

in our congratulations at what seems to be real

and permanent prosperity; but which after all

is, an unhealthy excitement, destined to be fol-

lowed by a corresponding depression.

Commercial IE eci profit y.
Many ofthe northern journals appear to think-tha- t

the scarcity ol food in Europe, and the con-

sequent acquisition to our stock of the precious
metals in payment thereof, is a permanent na-

tional gain. This is not such a view of nation-

al benefit as is fou.ided on the reciprocities of
of commerce It is at most s tem;orary

Mutual profit is th- - only true basis
of commercial intercouse. This is particularly
applicable to two countries like the 0. States
and Great Britain. The closenes of their mer-

cantile relations renders injury to the one the
cause or occasion of reaction on the other.
This is more felt should such injury have its
source in a scarify of food. Subsistence, as it

is the first want of nature, so it is the founda-

tion of all prosperous commerce. Full grana-

ries are the most healthy stimulants to trad",
as large expenditures for food derange its regu-
lar course, choking some of its channels and

starving others.
Thus the flow of coin to this country furnish-

es more than can be profitably employed. What
is gained by us in the increased prices of our
breadstuff's is lost in the large accumulation of
an unproductive stock of specie: while our best
customer is straitened in his means of purchas-ini- r

some other products of our industry, his re
sources being so largely absorbed in expendi-

tures on articles of subsistence.
If react on docs not this year reach those pro-i- U

ctive classes in the United States who now
obtain large gains from this cause, it must af-

fect them before their account of profit and

loss is finally closed. It were better that the
European demand r the products of our soil
wcr so gradual and moderate as to yield ordi-

nary gains. It were more conducive to con-tinn-

intercourse that the exchange of the

niFtomary equivalents should stimulate enter-

prise in both parties to such intercourse, than
ihat the rpcinrocitics of commerce should be ex

tinguished in the gain of the one party and the
loss of the other. Charleston .AVr..

Mexican General Orders.
The General Orders" issued by Santa Anna

after the battle of Buena Vista, have arrived in

advance of the publication of the Official Re-

ports of Gen. Taylor. They are as follows:

General Order of the ArmyndofFelnnnj
7 oclocc at night on the ground occupied by

rAr las posicioncs del cuemigo
camp of La Angostura-.- -

His Excellency, the genera of the
army, directs me to announce to thr? generals,
field sod company officers aud the tohliers

which cbmpose that he has witnessed with
satisfaction the gallant bearing each one of them
during the days of combat which we have had
with the invading forces of North America.
Such hearing is worthy of the soldiers of a peo-
ple who desire to be free; and the ground
which we now occupy, on which the enemy was
ju6t now posted, the pieces of artillery and the
colors we have taken, and the thousand corpses
of the enemy w hich are scattered around us,
will always be evidence of the valor of the sol-
diers of Mexico. His Excellency also directs
me to say, that in testimony of the brave deeds
of his subordinates, he will presetlt them to the
nation and to the Supreme Government with
his commendation; and taking into considera-
tion the fatigues of these" daysnd the scarcity
of provisions for w hich the troops are suffering)
that he Will direct them to be so disposed that
they may recover them'elves so as to conclude
with glory the enterprise so brilliantly

He directs that this order shall be
communicated to the armv in general order ex-

traordinary. Bv command of his excellency :

M. MICHELTORENA.
The next order appears to have be issued

five or six hours later, and after the army had
inarphed some distance.

General Order of the 22d and '24th of Feb-
ruary 1847. His Excellency the general-in-chi-

has directed thai the array shall repose
this day, it being understood that the design of
retiring to this point Agua Nileva,we presume
is purely strategetical, to see if the cavalry can
have opportunity to operat2. His Excellency
also directs that I should express to the gene-
rals, field other officers, and to the soldiers, the
satisfaction which he has derived from their
brilliant deportment on the illustrious day of
the 22d aud in the battle of the 33d; ictory
has been ours. The loss of the enemy in men
has been immense: and then we have in our
possession his colors and his artillery, which
the infantry as well as the cavalry have suc-

ceeded, each for himself, in taking from the en-

emy. The unevennchs of the ground alone
laved from our swords the miserable remnant
Of the enemy which have already fled for Saltil-
lo. For all which the commander-in-chie- f rs

every class his due thanks, trusting ihat
hereafter they will continue to give similar
proofs of their dicipline and patriotism, servi-
ces which the nation will ever acknowledge.

The four bodies of lighinfantry, his excellen-
cy direct- - shall form a separate brigade, under
the command of Col. Juan Bnnetteli Col. D
Jose Carrasco being second in command. In
consequence of Gen. D. Manuel Maria Lom-bardi-

being wounded, the command of its di-

vision will be assumed by Gen. D. Francisco
Perez Gen. D. Joe Lopez Uraga being sec-
ond in command of Sr. Gen. Oitogs.

Then follows an order about signals, of no
interest here Bv order of his exce'lencv:

M. MICHELTORENA.

kKsssa f1.1 inr thal cavalry, mAf
even Mon-- iliuena laaaa

OFFICIAL,
tit

Headquarters of Occupation.
Cunip on the field of battle, Buena Viita

Mexico, February 24, 1347.

Sir I have the honor to report that hav-

ing become on the 20th inst., that the
enemy had assembled in very heavy force at
Enearuatiou, thiny miles in front of Agua Nu-

eva, w ith the evident design of attacking my po
sition, I broke up on camp at the latter place on
the 21st, and took up a strong line in front
Buena Vista, seven miles south of Saltillo. A
cavalry force left at Agua Nueva for the pur-

pose covering the removal of supplies was
driven iu during the night, and on the morning

the 2 the Mexican army appeared imme-di- at

ly in front our position. At 1 1 o'clock,
A. a flag was sent, bearing from Gen. Santa
Anns a summons unconditional surrender.
To w hich 1 immediately returned a negative re-

ply. The summons and my reply here-wit- h

inclosed. The action was commenced late in
the afternoon between the light troops on the
left flank, but was not seriously engaged until
the morning of the 23d, when the enemy made
an effort to force the left flank of our position.
An obstinate and sanguinary conflict which
maintained w ith short intervals throughout the
day, the result being that the enemy was com-

pletely repulsed from lines. An attack of
cavalry upon the rancho of Buena Vista and a
demonstration upon the city Saltillo itself
were likewise handsomely repelled. Early in
the nipht the enemy withdrew from his camp
and fell back upon Agua Nueva a distance
twelve milts.

Our own force engaged at all points in this
action fell somewhat short men, while
that of the enernv. from the statement Gen.
Santa Anna, may be estimated at 20,000. Our
success against such great adds is a sufficient
enromimum on t he good conduct of our troops.
In a more detailed official repot t.I shall have the
satisfaction bringing to the notice the Gov-

ernment the Conspicuous gallantry particu-
lar officers and corps. I may be permitted here

to acknowledge my great obligations
to Brig. General Wool.the second in command
to whom I feci particularly indebted his val-

uable services on this occasion:
Our loss has been very severe, and will not

nrobablv fall short 700 men. The Mexican
loss has been immense. I shall take the earliest
opportunity of forwarding a correct list of the
caMialties the day.

I am, sir, very respectfully, vour obedient
servant, Z.TAYLOR.

Maj. Gen. U. A. Com'd'g.
The Adj. Ge.n'l of the Armv, Washington,

D C.

Translation.
SUMMONS OF SANTA ANNA TO GEN.

TAYLOR.
You surrounded by men, and can-

not, in any human probability, avoid
rout. and being cut to pieces w ith your troopa;

but, as you deserve consideration particular est-

eem,-, I wish to save you from a catastrophe,
and, that purpese,give you this notice, in or-

der that you may surrender at discretion, un-

der the assurance that you will treated w

the considc ration belonging to the Mexican
character; to which end, you will be granted
an hour's time to make up your mind to com-

mence from the moment when my flag truce
arrive s in your &tffp

With this view. I assuie you my particular
consideration.

God and Liberty, Camp at Encantada, Febru-
ary 2Jd, 147.

ANT. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANXA.
To Gen. Taylor, commanding the forces
the U. S.

Headquarters Army of OetuPATroy,
Near Buena Vista, Feb. 22, 1847.

Sir: reply to your note thi9 date, suto- -

cot

moning to surrender my forces at a discre-

tion, 1 beg leave to say that I decline accceding
to your request. .

With high respect, I am, sir, your obMietft
servant. Z. TAYLOR.

Maj Gen. U. S. army commanding.
Senior Gen. D. Asto.mo Lopez og Sasta Aj- -

na, Commander-in-chief- , La Encantada.

Headquarters Armt or Occupation,
Saltillo, Feb. 35, 1847.

8n.: I have respectfully to report that thi
main Mexican force is yet at Agua Ncuva. --

Our troops hold the positions which they hard
so well defended, and prepared to receiw
the enemy, should he venture another attack.

An arrangement has bden made with Gen;
Santa Anna for an exchange of prisoners, by
which we shall receive all,or nearly all, of those
captured from us at different times, besides th
few taken in the action the 23d. Our woun
ded, as well as those the Mexicans whicll
have fallen into our hands, have been removed
to this place, and are rendered comfortable.

Our loss in the recent actions, as far as as-

certained, amounts to 2G4 killed 450 woondott
and 2U missing. One company of the Ken-
tucky cavalry is not included in this statement
its casualities not being yet reported. I re-

spectfully enclose a list the commissioned
officers killed and wounded, embracing man
named of the Ingest merit.

I am sir, very respectfully
vour obedient sef ran,

Z. TAYLOR.
Major General Ui S: A: comd.

The Adjutant General the army Wash-
ington, D. C.
Headquarters Army of Occupation.

Agua Nueva, March 134?.
Sia:-- I have tbe honor to report that 'he

troops of my command occupied their original
camp at this place on the 27th of February,tbe
last the Mexican army leaving the morning
of that day in the direction of San Lui. It is
ascertained that the enemy is in full retreat
and in a very disorganized condition; the mcM

deserting and dying of starvation in great ounw
bers. I despatch a command this day a far as
Encarnaciou to harass h;s rear,and secure what
ever military supplies may be found there?

From the statements of Mexican officer paf- -'

ticularly of the medical staff' left to succor lbs
wounded, there seems uo doubt thai their los
in the recont action is moderately estimated at
1 '50 J,' and may reach 2,UUU ur.-a-, killed sod
wounded; beside 2,UU0 or 3,00D deserter.'
Muy officers wf rank were lot. 1 eac see
list of the names ewn killed and aounded
made s practicable at this time. Use teyi-me- nt

f Kentucky cavalry) is not iaclude Jt

not being rendered.
The enemy had fully reckoned upon ot:r to-

tal rout, aud bad made arrangemeats to inter-
cept our retreat, nd cutoft'the army, Mvti- -

iTflir.. for PurPU!it, CurP8 of not
i immediately iu our rear, but belowI. . . . . . .Of
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icrey. regrei 10 rajwn turn luej aeecvi'vcu
near the village of Maria, in destroying s train
of supplies, and killing a considerable u;naber
of the escort and teamsters. Col. Morgan, M
Oiiio regiment, on his march from Ceraivo ta
Monterey, w as infested by the Mexican csrvairy'
with which he had several rencontres, but th
nUy dispersed them with small loss on hi ewn
part. Captain Graham, A. O.. M volunteer
service, was mortally wounded in one of thee"
affairs. I have no doubt that tbe defest nf the
main army at Cuena Vista will secure oir Jia
of communication from further interrupt:' ii,but
1 still propose in a few days to change iuy ecad-quarte- rs

to Monterey,with a view to iaii:cs
further arrangeineuts as may be accessory ia
that quarter.

The dispositions made to harass our e

the policy and necessity of decading
a position in rront of Saltillo, where a defeat
has thrown t he enemy far back into th it te
rior. No result 6o decisive could bav aob
obtained by holding Monterey, and our commu-
nications would have been constantly in jop-ard- y.

I zva, sir, very respeelfully,--

Four obedient servant,- ;
Z. TAYLOR.

Maj. Gen. U. S. A., Commanding:
The Adjutant General of the Armv, Wasaiag-to- n,

D. C.

Battle of Rnena Vista.
NAMES OF THE AMERICAN OFFICERS

KILLED AND WOUNDED.
Wa are under nfany obligations to Mr T. B;

IrvirdJ sutler of the United States army, who
arrived at Mata moras on the 9th instant,' from'
Carmargo, for politely furnishing us with the
subjoined list of American officers killed and
wounded in the battle of Buena Vista on the
22d and 23d February:

Kentucky Cavalry."
Killed-Fj- . M. Vaughn, Lt. Sergesnt.
Wounded One Captain and fhree Lieten-ant- s,

names not given.
ARKANSAS CAVALRY.

Killed Col. Yell, commanding regiment;
("apt. A. Porter.

IVovnded Lt. F. A. Rudder.
lii'.MTCKi YOOT RIFLES.

Killed Col. McKee, Lieutenant Col. Henry
Clay, Cat. J. W. Moss, Capt. W. H. Willi.'

free ed Lt. E. S. Barbour, Lt. Withers,
Lt. Mosirr.

INDIANA FOOT,

JVounded Gen. Lane.
INDIANA FOOT, SECOND REGIMENT.

Killei Capt. Kinder, Capt. Walker, Lieut."
Parr,

H ounded Capt. Sanders, Capt. Oebournc
Lt. Casey, Lt Penington, Lt. Morse, Lt Da is
Lt. Eperson.

3D INDIANA FOOT REGIMENT.

Kille d Capt . Fa ggott .

If'ouadcl Mayor Gorman, Capt. Sice?.'
ILLINOIS BRIGADE.

Killed Col. Hardin, Capt. Zabriskie, Licul.'
Houghton.

Essw frrf Hants. W. L. MeCoancll, andf
H. Evans.

2d REGIMENT ILLINOIS

LiUed Capt. Woxlvvard; Lieuts. Brunton,
Fletcher, Ferguson, Hotline, Barthsoni A bet-so- n,

and Price.
h ounded Capts. Coffee, Baker, Pickett.

Lieuts. Engleson, Steel; West, and Aij na.it
Whiteside.
TEXAS VOLUNTEERS ATTACHED TO TUX NI.TB

BRIGADE.

Killed Lieuts. Campbell Leonard.
H ounded Capt. Conner.

REGULARS.

Killed Capt.'G, Lincoln, 8th infantry,
H'ovnici Capt. E, Steen, la. iVjrTns


